To begin with, I want to thank Kenlyn Watson and Deb Hearn for organizing this event.  I know they have put a lot of hard work in a short amount of time to pull this off.  They deserve all the credit for putting this together.  I also want to thank you for joining us in these difficult times.  It is going to take a lot of determination to have a positive impact on the direction of our nation; together, and with God's help, we can do just that.

I am honored and humbled to be invited to address this crowd of patriots today in such a critical time in our nation’s history.  Although, I’m confident that there are others that could do a better job than me, I want to speak to you about the mess we are in, and more importantly, what we need to do to solve the problems that face our nation.

It’s time for “We the people” to address our political leaders.  They have had plenty of opportunities to tell us what they think, now it's our turn.  It’s our goal to encourage the discouraged and stir to action the apathetic.  Most importantly, we want to give direction on how you can help get our country back on the right track.  Today, along with other like-minded people across this nation, we will try to accomplish these goals.  Let me be clear, we have nothing to offer apart from what our Founders and their followers have already said.  A firm foundation has already been laid.  Unfortunately, that foundation has been abandoned, is crumbling, and needs to be rebuilt.


When people ask me how I feel about what’s going on in our country, I don’t quite know how to answer.  Let me make it clear, I am not angry to the point of violence, but I am very upset.  (In no way do we want this to turn into an out-of-control mob reminiscent of the French Revolution where blood ran in the streets.)  Our anger should compel us to act worthy of our great cause.  I’m not at all scared, but I do have an uneasy feeling in my gut that won’t seem to go away!  I mean, I’ve always been optimistic about the future of this country; however, I see major trouble around this bend we’ve just turned.  I suppose my deepest feelings are those of sorrow.  I am saddened that we seem to be squandering the blessings that we have so long enjoyed.  I am disheartened that we have strayed so far off our Founder's path; one that was paved with the blood of many patriots that have gone before us.

You know, We are not here to place the blame on any one party, because, quite frankly, they both share some responsibility for what ails our nation.  Nor do I want to point the finger solely at the politicians, because, like it or not, we are all guilty to one degree or another.

The time has come for us to decide.  Are we going to sit idly by while our politicians enslave us with an unprecedented tax burden, or are we going to act?  Are we going to allow our politicians to run every aspect of our lives, or are we going to rein them in?  You see, the biggest problems come when “We the people” stop relying on the God of the Universe for our security and prosperity and start looking to politicians for our every need.  

Our reluctance to get involved proves Jefferson’s words contained in the Delaration of Independence to be true; he said “…that [people] are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.”  It's natural for us to take the path of least resistance.  However, we have been increasingly burdened by a growing government for over a century.  Meetings like this one that are going on all across the country make it obvious that people are beginning to awaken to the fact that we have come a long way from the nation that our Founders envisioned.  Thank God we haven’t become subservient at the point of a gun; we have willingly become subservient by the point of the legislative and judicial pen.  We still have the political power to resolve our situation by peaceful means.  The question is:  Do we have the will?

Let me be clear.  The root of the problem isn’t political, or economic.  (I beg your forgiveness when I say) It’s NOT the economy, stupid.  America has a spiritual problem.  Our heart is the heart of the matter.  It doesn’t take a social scientist with alphabet soup after his name to see that our country is in the midst of a culture war that is being lost by conservatives.  (After all, are there not principles that need to be preserved; principles that have made this the greatest nation in the world?)

To me, the most important principle of the 9-12 Project is principle #2 which states:  “I believe in God and He is the center of my life."  George Washington said, "The [favorable] smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the external rules of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained." There are those that are doing their best to rid us of our Judeo-Christian heritage.  (There are many today that will erroneously argue we never were a Christian nation.)  Our academic and media elites have been winning the hearts and minds of the past several generations with a humanistic philosophy that is antithetical to the faith of our Founders and their immediate successors.  Our nation is reaping a whirlwind for the abandonment of our Judeo-Christian principles that have made this the greatest country on the face of the earth.  Unless the Church of Jesus Christ repents of entertaining itself to death and begins to become the force for good in this land, we will not see our nation put on the right track.  

For too long, the misinterpreted and misapplied doctrine of “the separation of church and state” has relegated Christians to the back of the bus when it comes to participation and influence in our political process.  The time has come to act.  We must dedicate ourselves to God and each other for the fulfillment of our Constitutional right of the freedom to worship God and practice our faith in a public manner.  We must no longer remain silent when it comes to the Biblical mandate for Christians to be the salt and light for our nation and the world.  If we do not, we deserve to be trampled under the feet of men.


When I signed up for the 9-12 Project, I was questioned if I was in agreement with the 9 principles stated.  I had to answer that I was in complete agreement with only 8.  The one that I wasn’t sure about was the first.  It is a simple, three-word statement that reads:  “America is good.”  (I guess it depends on what "is" means.)  Please, don’t misunderstand, I still believe that America is the greatest nation on earth, but looking around at the other nations in the world, that’s not really saying much.  I certainly believe that there are a lot of good people in America, but that is tempered by the fact that there are a lot of evil people as well.  Simply watch any half-hour news program and it is apparent that's true.  We have become a selfish people that would rather trample the rights of another if it meant denying ourselves the smallest, fleeting pleasures of this world.  In the eyes of many, self-sacrifice is mocked and looked upon as weakness and a vice instead of a virtue.  Many now live by the motto, “If it feels good, do it!”  Ungodliness is glorified.  I could go on and on about this; however, I will move on.

Point # 7 is:  “I work hard for what I have and I will share it with who I want.  Government cannot force me to be charitable.”  The government's definition of charity is taking from one person to give to another.  The Robin Hood mentality is championed as being compassionate.  (Isn't it maddening to see how little some politicians give of their own money, and yet they take more and more of ours?)  True compassion is demonstrated when I take money from my wallet and give to someone with whom I am directly involved.  We are both blessed by that act.  I can also be involved in the accountability process.  The politician's system of welfare is simply a cop out for those that don't want to get too close to the needy.  They soothe their conscience by pretending they have really helped someone without really getting close to the situation.

Furthermore, it's clear that we have created a welfare mentality among many in this nation.  We all know that the current system has failed to eliminate poverty; in fact, it has perpetuated it.  In the process, we have contibuted to the break up of the family and taken away the recipient's incentive to better himself and make an investment in his own community and country.  Far too many people feel like society owes them something; victimization abounds.  The question should be asked:  Is it moral to relegate people to a life of poverty by pretending to be compassionate?  Have we forgotten the principle that Captain John Smith taught at Jamestown?  More importantly, Christ's teachings about taking care of each other was given to individuals, not the government.  The principles in the Sermon on the Mount were not directed to the government, they were given to individuals.

It used to be taught that local charities were better equipped to meet the needs of the poor.  That is no longer the working model.  Federalizing charity has been a total failure.  Do we want all our citizenry to be trapped in a life that resembles an inner-city project?  I could also talk about the damage federalization has done to our public schools, and now many are talking about doing the same to our health care system.  Where does it stop?

This town is a great example of the generosity of the American people and our willingness to take care of the needy in our own community.  

Americans have always been the most charitable people in the world.  Who does the world look to when a tragedy strikes?  We all know it’s not the United Nations.  The citizens of this nation freely give more money at home and abroad than nearly all other nations combined.  However, if our current political leaders continue down the path of bailing out and taking over our private enterprises, we will not be in a position to continue the charitable giving that has characterized this great nation.  Is there no choice that our leaders feel we are capable of making ourselves?


Let's move on to another critical problem with our current state of affairs.  The very definition of the family is under attack by self-interest groups and unelected, unaccountable, black-robed officials.  Principle # 4 is:  “The family is sacred.  My spouse and I are the ultimate authority, not the government.”  Thomas Jefferson said, "It is in the love of one's family only that heartfelt happiness is known.  By a law of our nature, we cannot be happy without the endearing connections of a family."  The extended family has already fallen by the wayside.  Now, the nuclear family is on life support.  Friends, our communities, churches, and nation are only as strong as it's families.  Study after study shows that children do best when they are supported by a loving father and mother.  Enough is enough.  Please stop messing with the family!


Now I know that many believe we are not the most sophisticated.  I mean, we are only backwoods hicks from fly-over country.  But it seems to me that a custom that has served ALL of mankind from EVERY civilization for THOUSANDS of years can’t be that bad.  I understand that we ought not fear change, but radical change to accomadate a small minority is not necessarily a wise thing; especially change that would have such a devastating effect on our children.  When you are talking about uprooting civilization, perhaps we ought to have a serious dialogue that considers the possible ramifications from such a dramatic change.


Now, let's consider principle #8.  “It is not un-American for me to disagree with authority or to share my personal opinion.”  I’ll tell you what’s un-American.  Living above your means is un-American.  Taking from one person to give to another is un-American.  Leaving the country in worse shape for our children is un-American.  Government-ran companies is un-American.  Bureaucrats picking and choosing who gets what is un-American.  Not allowing failing companies to fail is un-American.  (Have we forgotten the valuable lessons that everyone can learn from failure?)  Allowing judges to legislate from the bench is un-American.  Taking away the secret ballot is un-American.  Taking away our free speech is un-American.  Not protecting our borders is un-American.  Taking away our second amendment rights is un-American.  Taking away our freedom is un-American.

Haven’t we heard for the last several years that it’s patriotic to disagree with the government when the discussion turned to the War on Terror, or should I say, the Oversees Contingency Operations?  (What in the world does that mean?  So much for calling evil, evil!)  What do we know about such important and complicated matters?  I keep forgetting that we must be concerned with not offending others more than with doing what is right.


We were told in this last election that it is patriotic to pay taxes.  Evidently, the more taxes you pay the more patriotic you are.  Don’t misunderstand me; I don’t have any problem with paying my share of taxes.  I love driving on nicely paved roads throughout this nation.  I want police protection, fire protection, and of course, the strongest military defense money can buy.  But the question has to be asked, “How much is too much?”  Are there not some things we can do without?  Are there not some things people need to do for themselves?

Most of you know that God only requires ten percent.  For some of you, the government is going to confiscate 50% or more of your income!  (Furthermore, this just burns me up, we are going to pay people for not paying  taxes.  Isn’t that fair?)  My question is, “when does it become legal theft?”

Oh, I forgot.  We just got a big tax break.  Some of us got $10 a week in tax cuts.  Is that supposed to make up for the fact that every other tax is going to increase so much that in the end we will lose many times that amount?  And not only we, but our children and grandchildren are going to have to pay through their noses for the excesses of our current politicians.  Can’t we see that politicians have been buying elections for a long time?  (I'm not talking about campaign finance reform.)  Again, this is not a partisan issue.  Both parties are in a race to see which one can promise more stuff to the electorate in order to buy their vote.  In that sense, there is no difference between the two major parties.


I'm tired of the class warfare that our politicians are engaged in.  They act as if they are going to raise all the needed revenue to pay for their programs by taxing the wealthy and businesses.  Can't we see that that is a crock.  I'll tell you who is going to end up paying those taxes.  Companies are only going to raise their prices, and rich people will not hire as many workers if their taxes continue to go up.  Raising taxes destroys the incentive to take risks.  Raising taxes always hurts the poor!


The next principle that I would like to address is # 6; “I have a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, but there is no guarantee of equal results.”  Our founding document, The Declaration of Independence, states, “…all men are created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights…”  But notice carefully that it doesn’t say that we are all  entitled to equal outcomes.  Our government is supposed to see to it that we all have the same opportunities.  (That, by the way, implies that the opportunity for life is the most basic of these rights.)  What good does it do to guarantee liberty and property if you aren’t guaranteed life in the first place?  Liberty and property are simply an extension of one's life.  It's amazing how God can be so merciful to a people that slaughter millions of innocent babies on the altar of convenience.


We must understand that the basis of Marxist philosophy is that everyone should enjoy the same outcomes; there should be no differences between the individuals.  We have thousands of years of history that prove that it is impossible to achieve such a society.  After all, collectivism has been around long before Marx and Engels.  They simple repackaged a philosophy that has been around since Satan’s rebellion in the heavens.


Our free-market, capitalistic system has brought us to the point where we are the richest, most charitable, and most powerful nation on earth.  We are that shining city on a hill; however, we certainly are losing some of that luster.  People would do anything to get here and live the American dream.  (Wouldn't it be nice if everyone came here legally?)  

Did the Founders devise a perfect system; certainly not?  However, we must not be guilty of throwing the baby out with the bath water.  I find it ironic that our politicians are quick to point the finger at the greed of executives, but they can’t recognize and control their own greed for power.


Finally, principle #9 states:  "The government works for me. I do not answer to them, they answer to me."  Together, with like-minded citizens across this nation, we must make our voices heard.  It's a shame that so few Americans are involved in the political process.  So many patriots have fought and shed their blood for us to have the privileges we enjoy.  We dishonor them by standing on the sidelines while our nation crashes and burns.  God has so richly blessed this nation, and we are spitting in His face by our apathy and indifference.


Educate yourself.  We live in a time when it is inexcusable to remain ignorant about what is going on around us.  All the world is at our fingertips.  Do not rely upon the mainstream media to spoon feed you the information they want you to hear; be discerning.  Don't be afraid to let your representatives know how you feel about issues.  Call, email, and write letters to them and let them know that you are engaged, and prepared to hold their feet to the fire.  Also, please vote intelligently, not simply with your pocketbook in mind; vote for American values!


Join with us as we get right with God and each other.  If we honor Him with our lives, He will bless this nation again.  It is up to us to act upon the grace He has shown us in Jesus Christ.  As we become molded into His image, our nation will be put back on the right track.  Please pray for our political leaders and each other.  Pray that God will have mercy and grant us another Great Awakening.  May God bless America and the world through her by His grace.  Thank you so much for your gracious attention.  Now, "with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, (let us) mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor."

