Vacation Liberty School 

Day One

Welcome to Vacation Liberty School:

· Prayer & Pledge

· Be here every day in order to get the full benefits

· Listen to learn to live

· You are our nation's future

· God wants to use you

I.  Introduction to Liberty

Tyranny under Gregory the Great, King of Gregonia:

· Welcomed by King's Servants

· Protect

· Provide (if you obey)

Liberty in America:

· Celebrate  (Do you like this better than Gregonia?)

· Clean up (With freedom comes responsibility)

· Introduce Nuggets & General Store (your efforts will be rewarded, eat them if you like or save them to buy items.)

· Introduce C.B. (introduces Paper Bucks)

Discussion:

· Does anyone know what tyranny is? (oppression of the poor by their government)  400 years ago in Europe

· What kind of things did the people experience under European Tyranny?  (religious persecution, lack of freedoms, slave for the king, class-locked)

· Why did people come to the New World?

· Did you find the obstacle course to be a challenge?

· What do you think this activity illustrated?

· Tell me some things that come with freedom? (be what you want, go where you want, RESPONSIBILITY)

· Why do you need to be responsible in order to be free? (things must get done - food, shelter…)

Form Colonies:

Bubble Bursting Game:


Discussion:

· How many bubbles did you pop in the first round?  How many did you pop in the second round?

· How were the two rounds different?

Keep your squirt guns and bubbles (private property)

· When you came to America it was pretty fun wasn't it? (compared to Gregonia)  It wasn't easy to get here.  (Separate in groups of 1/6 and 5/6)

· Within the first two years of Jamestown's founding, 506 of 604 died!

· Why do you think so many of them died?  (little food, exposure, illness)  Do you think they were just lazy or stupid?

Jamestown:

· The men in London thought they would be successful if they set up a society based on secular communism.

· Do you know what secular means? (without God)

· Do you know what communism means? (colonists put everything in a common pool.  The people had no personal ownership in what was produced.  People were only allowed what they needed.  Everyone shared everything, no one owned any private property.

· Does that sound pleasant? (It may sound good, but it never worked out.)

Plymouth:

· The same men founded a new colony.  This time they tried to interject Christianity into a communist society.  The thought there would be better cooperation out of duty.  Crops were raised for the community and equally distributed, and women were assigned various tasks such as laundry which they did for everybody.

· How do yo think that worked out for the people of Plymouth?  (not so well, crop production was low and many died)

· William Bradford (Gov. of Plymouth Plantation) divided the land and possessions giving each family Private Property.  Each family was to now keep what they produced, and provide for themselves.

· By the next year, it was obvious that the people were more industrious, with abundant crops as evidence.

· Private Property, individual responsibility, and hard work would establish themselves as part of the foundation that would make America thrive.

C.B. continues discussion:

Visit Store:

Final Discussion:

Why Faith, Hope, and Charity

· As you learned earlier, with liberty comes responsibility.  As our founders realized, maintaining this blend of freedom and responsibility requires that the people be moral and virtuous.  Therefore, throughout the week as we experience the principles of liberty, we will be exploring the virtues of faith, hope, and charity.  These virtues are gifts from God that while being exercised by the founders, liberty was established.  They realized as we do now, that these virtues need to be continued to be practiced for liberty to be maintained.

· Since we will be talking about the principles of liberty while we talk about faith, hope and charity throughout the week, let's talk about what a principle is.  Can someone tell me what a principle is?  Emphasize to the colonists that the definition of a principle we are most interesed in is: (basic truth or truths upon which your decisions and actions are based)  If something is a basic truth, will it always be true?  Yes.  So, will fundamental principles like the ones we will talk about change over time?  No.

· The United States was formed by a group of men who based the Constitution on principles.  The principles or basic truths that they drew from are Judeo-Christian truths such as:
· God is our creator and is the source of our basic rights (they do not come from men)
· He created all men equal (no one has more basic rights than another)
· These principles were also illustrated in how the founding fathers strived to lead their lives.  They conducted their lives exercising faith, hope, and charity.
Christian Origin:

· Faith, hope, and charity are three gifts from God that Paul encouraged Christians to apply to their lives.  In a letter to the Corinthians he said: "And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity." I Cor. 13:13

· Faith (in God); Hope (in our salvation); Love (not only towards God, but also toward our neighbors

· Applying this to their fight for freedom, they had:  Faith (in God); Hope (for what the people can accomplish through freedom); Love (towards others, lending a hand up in times of adversity)

· Knowledge that mandating a government-run church was not a good idea, but that using Biblical virtues was the best basis for forming a freedom-orientaed society)

Rooted in Truth:

· To have faith in something, you must believe it to be the truth (you would not knowingly put your faith in a lie).

· When we have hope, our hope is rooted in knowledge of the truth.  If the truth is favorable, then we have reason for optimism.  If the truth is unfavorable, we can make plans and build resolve to overcome.  In either case, we have hope.

· Charity goes hand in hand with love.  If this love is true (pure motive w/o selfish reasons), then the acts of charity associated with this true love will have the greatest impact.  When an act of false charity (forced by a third party or done for an ulterior motive) is executed, the benefits are diminished.

· By seeking the truth, we gain fuel for faith and hope.  By living in truth, our charity is properly placed and optimally utilized.  "Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  John 8:32

Seek the Truth:

· Original resources

Living the Truth:

Day Two
II.  Faith
Prayer & Pledge:

Today:  A lot of listening at first, then a chance to earn a lot of nuggets and bucks, then a final short discussion session.  We appreciate your patience and attention!  You guys are a great group of kids.

**Talk about can drive for tomorrow!**

Review:

· Why did the colonists come to the New World? (Freedom)

· Remember 5/6 of the colonists died in the first two years. (little food, exposure, illness)  Was it due to laziness or stupidity?
· How was Jamestown organized at first?  Compare and Contrast with Plymouth.

· Doesn't communism sound good in theory!  Satan always has a counterfeit.

· Private property, individual responsibility, and hard work would establish themselves as part of the foundation that would make America thrive.

· Faith (in God), Hope (in salvation and a better society), Love (for God and others)

Old Country Church:  (Rev. Thomas Prince, Faith of Signers, Faith in War, Mottoes, Black Robe Brigade)

Declaration - Our Rights Come From God (Natural Law/Separation of Church & State):

· Where do we get our rights?

· Pilgrims left Europe because they wanted the freedom to worship the Lord as they pleased, not as the king ordered.  Then, when the founding fathers put on paper how the proper flow of authority works, the first place to start was with God, their creator.

· God creates all men equal

· He endows (gives, blesses) us with "certain unalienable rights"

· What do you think unalienable means? (may not be taken away or transferred)

· So what were the founders saying about the rights God gives us?

· The founding fathers wanted to establish in our Declaration of Independence that God is the only source of our basic rights.  That means that no man or government gives you your rights.  You already have them, given to you by God our creator.

· With the people under God's authority, the power flows from the people to the government.

· Ben Franklin: "A nation of well-informed men who have been taught to know and prize the rights which God has given them cannot be enlsaved.  It is in the region of ignorance that tyranny begins."

· Some British leaders couldn't grasp the idea of people receiving their rights from anyone other than a king.  They perceived the Americans' position of receiving their rights from God as anarchy - which is having no rule of law at all.

Natural Law:

· Often times it is obvious if an action is right or wrong.  (don't hit for name calling, taking more than one piece, telling a hurtful story).  At least, you know what you would want someone to do to you!

· Even when you are not completely sure, your conscience is pointing you in a certain direction.

· God has written His natural law on our hearts: "…the work of the law is written on our hearts, while their conscience also bears witness…" Rom 2:15

· What do you think the term Natural Law means? (true law, right reasons, coming from the Creator Himself.  It is basically the way things work because that is the way God made them.  They are eternal, and there is no way they can be changed.

· The Ten Commandments and Scripture that supports them give us a clear outline of what God's natural law regarding human interaction is.  The founding fathers used this as the basis for our country's systems of laws.

Demonstration for the Law of Gravity:

· What will happen if I let go of this egg?  Wait for answers and drop!

· How did you know what was going to happen? (gravity)

· When we talk about gravity, do we call it the "theory of gravity" or "law of gravity?"

· Why is it a law and not a theory?  (we know for sure)

· Gravity is an example of God's Natural Law.  Things work that way because that is how God made it>  We look at it a call it the "law of gravity."

· Do men make laws?  What is the difference between the laws men make and the laws God made?

· Do men ever repeal (or undo) the laws they make?  If our congress wrote a law that declared they were repealing the law of gravity, what would happen?  Would we all float up to the ceiling as soon as the President signs the bill into law that declared gravity void?

· So, men can write laws that declare a contradiction to God's Natural Law, but it does not change the fundamental truth or the nature of God's creation.

· If Congress passed a law that said it was all right to steal from your neighbor or it was all right to lie about your neighbor, then would those things be suddenly okay to do?

· Doesn't it make sense to base our man-made legal system on God's Natural Law?  Our founders were wise for doing so.  That way, if our system of laws is always in agreement with God's Natural Law, then the laws we do have will be valid, relevant, and constructive.

· So, God created us and gave us certain rights and unchanging natural laws (neither of which men can alter, even if they try).

· About how many man-made written laws do you think it should take to keep our system in line with God's Natural Law?  (idk, not important)

· Our founders recognized that it is far more important to have citizens that are virtuous and moral, than it is to have hundreds of thousands of written laws.  After all, that is too many for anyone to remember.  It is far more effective for the people to simply follow the Natural Laws that God has written in their hearts.

Schools Teach Biblical Principles:  Alexis de Tocqueville's study of America

· Religion and freedom "intimately united"

· Numerous denominations, yet a similar moral code

· Not government-mandated, but a way of life that all Americans chose to live

Separation of Church and State:

· Have you ever heard the term Separation of Church and State?  What does it mean?

· Many people think it means God should not be promoted, discussed, or mentioned in any government activities or activities sponsored by the government.

· Show them a bill and coin.  Have them read all the word on the front of the coin.  They will read "LIBERTY" and "IN GOD WE TRUST."

· If separation of church and state means that God should not be promoted, discussed, or mentioned in anything associated with the government, then how did those words end up on our money?  (these are most essential, or at least were at one time)

· Alexis de Tocqueville discovered that Christianity's influence on everything made us different from other countries? 

· Tocqueville noticed that the leaders of the church in the United States supported "separation of church and state.  This doesn't mean removing the influence that religion and morals have on socity or purging God from government, but just that the position of clergy of the running of church affairs does not involve public appointment or the direction of government.

· Tocqueville noted that "There was separation of church and state, but not separation of state and religion."  He discovered that when he "went to the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness" he understood the "secret of her genius and power."

Rights Come From God:  

III.  Hope:
Washington & Franklin:

· What is hope?  How can hope empower you?

· What was Gen. Washington's hope during the Revolutionary War?

· What do you think George Washington did after the War?

· When is a federal government too weak?

· Do you think that retired Washington was aware that the USA was struggling?  Do you think he cared?

· Do you think he answered the call to the Constitutional Convention?

· What do you think the general mood of the Constitutional Convention was?

· There was a lot of debated during the convention.

· Franklin, "I have…often, in the course of this session,…looked at that (sun) behind the president without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting.  But now at length I have the happiness to know that it is a rising and not a setting sun."  What did he mean by a "rising or setting sun?"  Which is more hopeful?  (start of a new day vs day's end)

Group Discussion:

Economy Game:  Equal Justice & Selective Justice Game

C.B./Store Visit:

Final Discussion:


Our Formula of liberty is now proven:

· What evidence do you think we have that indicates our system of liberty works well?

· We have the oldest and shortest constitution in the world!  (100 + imitators)

· The founders had the wisdom and foresight to imbed thes formula for liberty into our Constitution, so that it would be difficult for a government to suppress this liberty over time.

· If we see this sort of suppression of liberty being attempted, we can point back to the Constitution and have firm standing as we defend and restore liberty.

· In fact, we the people are the ones who have the responsibility to make sure the Constitution is followed and our liberties are not suppresses.

Hope in Principles:

· Does anyone remember what the word principle means?

· Do the principles change or stay the same over time?  Why?

· As a man gains more and more power, does his personality tend to change or stay the same?  Why?

· Since principles remain the same over time, and our Constitution is based on basic principles, should the interpretation of our Constitution ever change?

· Does this give you hope for your future liberties?  Why?

· Putting our hope in the principles that governs us rather than men who govern us provides much greater assurance, since a man can be corrupted, but principles cannot.

· Corrupt men will make attempts to circumvent and distort principles, but holding fast to the principles will expose this corruption.

· Since our principles of liberty are rooted in the rights and hopes of individual men, putting our hope in these principles is putting our hope in the collective of individual men, while not precariously wagering our hope on ony one specific man.

· Finally, by putting our hope in these principles, we are putting our hope in the Creator that gave us these liberties.

Group Discussion/Dismissal:

Day Three
IV.  Charity
Prayer & Pledge:

Today:  We are going to have a very little amount of talking before you get a chance to play another version of the Economy Game.  Our focus today is on love (charity).  We have already talked about faith and hope.  Both are going to vanish, however, love will endure.

Then we will have a large and small group discussion before your final visit to the store.

After that, we will all go over to the auditorium with Mayor Goodnight for a short presentation where you will get your picture taken with the mayor.

Finally, everyone will be invited back here for cake and ice cream!

Ben Franklin - Charity:

· Ben Franklin was very charitable throughout his life.  He believed it was misguided to provide help in a manner that leads to dependency.

· Franklin thought England's government committed "a very great evil" for taking the role of providing for the poor.

· Our founders wanted people to help the poor be able to help themselves, and to help those in need, but not to the extent that it becomes habit for the poor.  Ben Franklin believed the best way to help the poor was to make them uncomfortable in their poverty.

· Franklin realized that pooling resourdes together to buy books and give people access to them without payment for them would help others make use of boods they otherwise would have never been able to buy.  This was America's first library.

· What do you think "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure" means?  Franklin was referring to fire fighting in this quote.  He planned and started the first fire station, the Union Fire Company.

Not Forced Through Government:

· America is known to be the most generous country on earth.  Why?  Because we are free to prosper we are able to give generously.

· Some people prosper more than others in our country because of a varitey of reasons, but that is what happens in a free society.  Does the variation of incomes in America seem unfair?  Remember the importance of private property (Jamestown, Plymouth, Bubble Bursting Game).  The early colonists were able to have more for their families if they worked harder and made wise choices.  Does it make much sense for the government to even things out when peoples' incomes differ? Why not?  They would be removing the motivation to work harder.

· The founders knew that if our nation remained free, allowing its citizens to prosper, than those who were going through hard times could be given a hand up by those who were prospering.  Everyone was encouraged to be thrifty and frugal so that if hard times did arise, they would not be in need.

· Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.  Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.  Do you know what this means?  Do you think the founding fathers would agree with it?  It follows their philosophy of helping someone in need to become self-sufficient and not enabling dependency.

Economy Game with Charity:

Recap of Economy Game with Charity:

· Wisely implemented charity can actually make a society more productive.

· Emphasize though that charity has the greatest impact when it is in the pure spirit of love, not motivated by self interest like the benefits you might personally get by the improvement to society.

· Americans are free to give to the organizations or people they choose, and if they do not wish to give to charity or help others who are in need, it is their right.

· The American spirit of giving a hand up, but not a hand out still exists today.

· It is important not to diminish individual's desire to give on their own by forcing them to give through government aid.

Charitable Activity:  Food Drive for Urban Outreach

Group Discussion:

V.  Sustaining Liberty
Discussion:


Liberty - A balance between tyranny and anarchy:

· On Day One you experienced tyranny and liberty.  Remind me which one you liked better?

· Today's theme is "Sustaining Liberty."  To see how our liberty must be in balance, we need to understand what happens if you go too far on the other side of liberty opposite tyranny.

· We must understand what a "Central Government" is.

· C.B. stands for Central Banker.  He represents a special kind of bank.  Does anyone have any ideas of what a central banker is?  (prints money and loans it to the nation, unique privilege; control money supply)

· Some governments (collectivists) centralize many other aspects of their country.  When all decisions are made by a small group for a very large number of people, it simply doesn't work.  (first round of Bubble Bursting and Selective Justice)  Our government is based a many people making decisions about problems in their local community.  That's what decentralization means.

· Finding the right balance between centralization and decentralization of some aspects of our government, society, and economy are vital to getting and keeping our freedoms.

Founder's Experience Tyranny under British Rule:

· Does anyone remember what the word tyranny means? (oppressive power of gov't over the people)

· Do you remember when you experienced tyranny in Gregonia?  Wasn't that awful?
· People are not free to enjoy the rights God has given them! (essentially slaves to the rulers; only do what is permitted; taxed whatever ruler said)

· The British Government (Parliament and King) became tyrannical in Colonial America.  In the Declaration of Independence, 27 complaints were listed.

Articles of Confederation - too close to anarchy:

· The colonists considered themselves British citizens entitled to the rights outlined in the Magna Carta & the British Bill of Rights of 1698.  Since these rights were not being applied to them, the colonists declared their independence.  However, they had to decide how to organize the government for the nation.  The first attempt was called the Articles of Confederation.  How many of you have heard of the Articles of Confederation?  (it didn't stick around long)  Those who were in the Continental Congress wanted the central government to have very little power.  Why do you think they felt that way? (they just suffered under a strong central gov't)

· The government was very weak and didn't have any power over the states  (levels of gov't: fed, state, local)  They could only recommend things.

· The government didn't have money to pay the soldiers of the Revolutionary War or the provisions.  How do you think they got the money to supply the troops when this happened? (charity of Robert Morris)  He financed the battle where Gen Cornwallis was captured.  He never complained when he didn't get repaid.

Anarchy:

· Does anyone know what anarchy means? (no law in the land - Old West)  What is the opposite of anarchy? (tyranny)  Do you think one is better than the other? (no laws/too many laws - both stink!)

Liberty under a Constitutional Republic:

· Since the country was falling apart, the leaders of most states got together to change the government.  They realized the central government (federal) had to have certain powers in order for the nation to function properly.  They wanted to find the balance between anarcy (Articles of Confederation) and tyranny (Parliament and King).

· At this point, how could strengthening the central government be a good thing for our country? (Weren't they afraid of a strong central government?)

· Do you think all aspects of government and society need the same level of centralization? (military, treaty, distant travel, environment, education…)  NO!

Republic vs. democracy:

· Does anyone know if our Constitution provides a democracy or a republic?
· Is there really that big of a difference between a democracy and a republic?
· John Adams said, "Remember, democracy never lasts long.  It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide."

· In a democracy the majority always wins.  Unfortunately, people's opinions change.  Remember principles based in truth never change!  What did we decide it was best to base our laws on, principles that don't change or the whims of a person or even a group of people.

· The primary shortcoming of a democracy is its inability to protect the rights of the individual from the mob rule of the majority. (If you have more, they can decide to take more from you.  Remember playing the Economy game under Selective Justice.)

· The Declaration of Independence states our rights come from God and can not be taken away by men.  Under a democracy, if 51% of the people want to, they have the power to take away your rights.

· A democracy becomes inefficient for very large groups like our nation of 300 million people.  Could you imagine if everyone had to vote on every decision being made in our government?  There would be no time to be productive!

· In our Constitutional Republic, we elect people from our community for a limited time to make laws under the limits of the Constitution (which is based on principles which do not change)

· The Bill of Rights spells a significant portion of these limitations on government thereby protecting our individual rights.

Final Appearance of C.B. and Store Visit:

Economoic Freedom:

Money and Intrinsic Value:

· Can someone tell me why you chose not to trade your nuggets for Paper Bucks when C.B. offered to make that trade? (you can eat the candy, not the paper)

· So why do you think that we chose to use candy for money?  We used candy to illustrate something the founding fathers knew and put into the Constitution.  Money with intrinsic value protects people's savings.

· What do you think intrinsic value means?  It is valuable whether it is used for money or not.

· So what is the intrinsic value of the candy?  You can eat it and it tastes good!  Why do you think money should have intrinsic value?  It is not valuable simply because someone says it is.

· Do you think that the candy tastes just as good today as it did on the first day?  So did its value change over time?  Did the prices in terms of nuggets change throughout VLS?
· Our founders wrote that " No state shall…make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts."  Why do you think the founders thought gold or silver should be used for money?  Intrinsic value provides sound money by retaining value over time.

· Did the Paper Bucks have intrinsic value?  No.

· What gave them their value?  Only C.B.'s word and the trust of the kids that they could buy something of value.

· When the central banker printed more each day, was ther more intrinsic value generated?  No.  What happened to the prices in Paper Bucks when more money was printed?  When the amount of paper money increases, we say the supply of money has been inflated.  When this inflation of the money supply happens, prices eventually go up also.

· The founders knew this is how tryrannical powers oppressed the people throughout history.  Even governments that didn't intend to hurt the people couldn't resist simply printing more money to pay for things.  Usually, the people didn't realize what happened until it was too late.  It is difficult for some politicians to resist the temptation to keep printing money to avoid difficult choices and responsibilities, if given the power to do so.

Avoiding the enslavement of debt:

· If any kids took out loans, ask them how they felt knowing they had to pay it back (plus interest)  If any were not able to pay off the debt, emphasize the trouble they would be subject to if it were a real loan.  Ask them if they think they would feel free if they had to live with the fear that someone may come and take their stuff away from them because they haven't repaid their loans.
· The founders recognized the ugliness of debt.  They were against splurge spending on things not really needed.

· Their philosophy was that if times of crises warranted taking on debt, then those debts should be paid off by the generation that incurred them so the debt is not passed on to the next generation.

· Having currency with intrinsic value is a good way to deter a government from taking on large amounts of debt.
· If the government wants to borrow maney that has intrinsic value, then someone has to give up something of value (like gold) while the loan is made.  As a result, there will be limitations to how much lenders will be able and willing to provide.

· If the money has no intrinsic value, the temptation is too great for a government to pay off old debt by inflating its currency (printing more money while taking on more debt).  When they do this, than the people who own their currency have their purchasing power reduced (wealth is stolen from them with most not realizing it).

Bad ideas and decisions that don't die:

· If a bad decision is made by a central government, it is often slow and reluctant to reverse its choice since this implies that they were wrong, which undermines the credibility.  (It makes them look bad.)  They would rather waste time and resources than to allow it to be recognized for the bad choice their's was.  However, if these bad ideas are evaluated in a decentralized manner, the bad ideas will die quickly and people will move on to act on new and better ideas.  (public schools)

Centralization tends to yield many rules:

· Systems with centralized decision making tend to require many rules to implement their decisions since those carrying them out may not be enthusiastic about it since they didn't have any say in the decision process.

· Decentralized systems tend not to have as many rules.  Therefore, for them to wok will the distributed decision makers need to be functioning on sound principles with ethics, virtue, and morality.  With freedom comes responsibility.  This takes us back to why the founders knew that it was necessary for the nation to be grounded in Biblical principles for the whole system to work properly.  They recognized that this was critical to the long term sustaining of liberty.

· While it makes sense to centralize certain facets of our government, the economy is one area where a decentralized approach is clearly superior.  As a result, our founders wrote very little in the Constitution regarding the economy.

Four Laws:  Try, Buy, Sell, & Fail

· The free market system set up by our founders kept the federal government out of determining production, prices, and wages; structuring things utilizing economic natural laws for the market price.

· Economic freedom was established in America by implementing concepts that had never been put into practice by a nation of any significance.  These economic natural laws include four basic freedoms:

· The freedom to try
· The freedom to buy -
We should have the right to buy whatever we choose to purchase.  This allows impartial determination of which ideas and products are good ones and which are bad and should be abandoned or improved.

· The freedom to sell
· The freedom to fail
This is extremely important so bad ideas can die, and effort can be put into new (hopefully better) ones.

Summary and Wrap Up:

· Liberty and tyranny

· Faith, hope, charity - all come from God, but we exercise them.  Establishing and maintaining liberty involves the exercise of these virtues.

· Fundamental liberty principles to emphasize again:

· Our rights come from our Creator

· Natural Law

· Equal Justice under the law

· Equal rights not equal results

· Freedom to try, buy, sell, and fail

· The people must be moral, virtuous, and educated (in the principles of liberty) for this system to work.

· The ultimate responsibility for maintaining liberty lies with the people.  They must be the ones who understand and live the principles of liberty.  They must assure that those they elect to represent them do not disregard the principles in favor of the representative's own self interests and the interests of those who might buy their influence.

Presentation Ceremony and Reception:

